
Avoiding nagging snags on rocky structure
By Jerry Carlson

Every summer, I get
together with a group
of anglers to head to

Rainy Lake for a week of
walleye fishing. During our
stay at Island View Lodge,
we have ample time to
explore and target walleyes
on the many pieces of struc-
ture that are found through-
out the lake.

If there is one thing we
have learned about Rainy
Lake, it is the fact that the
walleyes on this lake love
rocks. However, if you are
generalizing about walleyes, I
would have to say that these
fish love rocks no matter
what lake you are fishing or
where they are found. Rocks
and walleyes simply go
hand-in-hand.  

The problem people have
when live bait rigging
walleyes on the rocks is the
snags. Being snagged fre-
quently is not only frustrat-
ing, it is also time consum-
ing. Once a snag occurs, it is
necessary to try to maneuver
the boat in an effort to get
unsnagged, or worse yet,
retying due to a break off. 

There is no magic solu-
tion for totally avoiding

snags when live bait rigging
rocks. However, there are
some strategies that can be
applied that will greatly
reduce the number of snags
that occur. 

The first suggestion I
have is to change the style of
sinker to something that is
more pencil shaped than
round. We have found that
Lindy No-Snagg sinkers and
Northland Rock Runner
weights greatly reduce the
number of snags due to
their design. 

When moving, these
sinkers will ride in an
upright position which helps
the weight slide up and over
crevasses and creases in the
rocks instead of finding a
permanent home. Once a
person is snagged, these
pencil style sinkers usually
will come free when the
boat is moved in the oppo-
site direction. 

Another tactic we use is
to fish with heavier weights
than normal. We usually use
half to three-quarter ounce
weights. This allows for the
line to be quite straight
down and not back at an
angle. The straighter down

your line is, the fewer snags
you will have. 

Something else we do
that reduces snags is to lift
the weight off of the bottom

so it isn’t dragging through
the rocks. This is a tricky
proposition as waves and

Photos courtesy of Jerry Carlson
Walleyes are very attracted to rocky structures. By 
making a few adjustments to your live bait presenta-
tion, you can reduce snags and put more walleyes in
the boat.

Snags
Turn to page 3
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SERVICES

WE HAVE THE LARGEST SELECTION OF 
LIVE BAIT, FISHING TACKLE & HUNTING

SUPPLIES IN THE AREA!

900 Elm St., Hwy. 55 E, Annandale, MN 55302
(320) 274-5297  • Hours: 6 a.m.-7:30 p.m.

www.littlejimssports.com

• Resident & Non-Resident
Hunting & Fishing Licenses

• Marine Batteries
• Life Jackets
• Line Winding
• Paddle Board, Kayak & 

Swim Pad Rentals 
• Propane Fill Station

• Lake & Area Maps
• Irish Setter Boots
• Over 800 Fishing 
Rods & Reels

• ATV Trailers
• Guns
• Ammo

FREE Line on any Reel with purchase of any reel

NOW
OPEN!

Annandale & Richmond
320-274-6500  ■ www.anchor-dock.com

■ Docks  ■ Boat Lifts 
■ Accessories   ■ Kayaks

WORLD CLASS 
PRODUCTS, EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
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Public Access

1. Municipal Park - picnic area, pavilion, softball field,
beach, fishing pier, public access
2. Minnesota Pioneer Park
3. 1872 Saint Mark’s Episcopal Chapel in the Woods
4. Marcus ZumBrunnen County Park - hiking trail
5. Limestone Lake County Access - picnic area, fishing
pier, public access
6. Stirewalt Memorial County Park - beach
7. Harry Larson County Forest - picnic area, 
hiking trail, ski trail

8. Schroeder County Park - picnic area, camp ground,
beach, fishing pier, public access
9. Lake Maria State Park - picnic area, camp ground,

hiking trails, ski trails 
10. Ney Memorial County Park - Nature center, hiking
trails, ski trails
11. Maple Lake County Access - picnic area, fishing pier,
public access
12. Clearwater-Pleasant County Park - picnic area, beach,
fishing pier, public access

13. Carl Johnson County Forest - picnic area, 
hiking trail, ski trail
14. Stanley Eddy County Park - picnic area, 
hiking trails, ski trails
15. Lake Louisa County Park - nature
16. Fair Haven Dam County Wayside - picnic area, fish-
ing pier, historical marker

Augusta (I-6)
180 acres. Public access via Clearwater Lake. Resort. Good

northerns, panfish, walleye.
Bass (G-11)

213 acres. Public access on the west side. Crappies, large-
mouth bass, northerns, panfish.
Camp (Henry) (Off map)

108 acres. Public access on the north end. Panfish, north-
erns and bass. Located south of Maxim Lake (Z-11.)
Cedar (L-13)

837 acres. Public access from County Road 6 or Schroeder
Park. The lake is over 100 feet deep. Schroeder has camping
facilities on north side. DNR fishing pier. Panfish, northerns,
walleyes, bass.
Clearwater (J-10)

3,182 acres.  The area’s largest lake. Two public accesses on
the west side. Head north on Nevens Ave. from Highway 55.
Best fishing in the area for northern, walleye, panfish and
largemouth bass.

Francis (T-1)
1,172 acres. Public access on the northwest side. Panfish,

northerns, bass, walleye.
French (V-7)

332 acres. Public access on the northwest corner. Some tro-
phy walleyes with crappie, northerns and carp.
Granite (Y-10)

339 acres. Public access on west side, County Road 5.
Sunken island good for crappies, bass, walleyes and northerns.
John (P-6)

411 acres. Public access on the south side, 67th Street. Nice
sized panfish along with bass and northerns.
Indian (H-15)

129 acres. Public access on the south side. Lots of panfish
and a few nice northerns.
Limestone (E-17)

188 acres. Public access on the north side. Resort and
campground. Weedless lure will catch northerns, bluegills and
bass.

Louisa (H-1)
179 acres. Public access on Lake Marie. Some large pike,

panfish.
Marie (H-2)

141 acres. Access on the northeast side. Panfish, northerns.
See the scenic Fair Haven Mill dam on lower east side.
Mary (P-18)

209 acres. Public access on the northwest side. County
park. Panfish, northerns, walleyes – and some two-pound crap-
pies.
Mink-Sommers (N/M-15/16)

459 acres. Public access on Sommers Lake. Five-pound
northerns, panfish. 
Nixon (A-13)

56 acres.                       Access on the north end. Sleeper bass. Bluegills
and northerns.
Pleasant (M-9)

509 acres. Adjoins city of Annandale. Two public accesses
(one on the south side at Municipal Park, one in Clearwater-
Pleasant County Park on the north side). One of the top 100
walleye lakes in the state. Bluegills, bass and northerns.
Sugar (H-14/15)

1,050 acres. Public access on the north and south ends,
102nd St. and County Road 7. Wright County’s only muskie
lake. Northerns, bass, panfish and walleye.
Lake Sylvia (P-3/4)

1,524 acres. Public access on Quinn Ave. on the west side.
The cleanest in the area with 30-inch walleyes. Panfish, bass
and northerns.

AREA LAKE PROFILES
The Heart of the Lakes area has an abundance of lakes, rivers and streams that offer a variety of fun and challenging fishing opportunities. Most of the lakes in 

Wright and Stearns counties are managed by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Area Fisheries office in Montrose. Public water access maps are 
available from the Section of Trails and Waterways, and are helpful guides to the state owned public access sites. Also, visit any local bait shop for maps.
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Use the coordinates following each 
lake name above to easily find out
where that lake is located within 
the map at the top of this page.
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Enjoy soup & pie $6.95

274-1404Welcome

Country
Cafe
omestyle

Broasted Chicken-Our Specialty
Dine In Or Take Out

Pork Chops Thursday nights
Homemade Soups & Pies Daily

HOURS:
Sun.-Wed. 7 am - 3 pm
Thurs.-Fri. 7 am - 1 pm

Sat. 7 am - 1 pm

95 Elm St. East • Hwy 55 • Annandale

Breakfast
Lunch&

Served 
ALL Day!

2238 196th St. East - Clearwater, MN 55320

www.z-marine.com  320-558-9422

Expert Boat Repair, Sales & Service

-Gas on Lake -Propane -
More!

BJ’s BAIT&TACKLE,LLC

Renting Pontoons, Boats & Motors, Canoes, & More! 
Check our website for rates! 

(Call ahead to reserve)

320-274-3730 • www.bjsbait.com • bjsbait@lakedalelink.net
13155 Bayview Rd., South Haven, west side of Clearwater Lake

We are openfor fishingopener!

By Brenda Erdahl
Staff Writer

The Wright County Board gave a letterof support and use of their lobbyist to theWright Technical Center to help in theirpursuit of $9.5 million in State funds at itsmost recent meeting.  
The Wright Technical Center in Buffalois seeking $9.5 million as appropriatedfrom the bond proceeds fund to the Com-missioner of Education for a grant to pre-serve or replace mechanical, electrical andsecurity systems, utility infrastructure and

site renovations to support ongoing opera-tions. 
On Tuesday, March 7, Jolene Foss, ex-ecutive director of the Wright County Eco-nomic Development Partnership (EDP)asked commissioners for their signatures ona letter of support to the chairs and leadsof the Capital Improvement Committeesand use of their contract with Flaherty andHood for lobbyist services in their pursuitof House File 2069 and Senate File 1856.  Commissioners readily agreed to sign-ing a letter of support, but some discussionensued over use of the county lobbyist. Be-

cause the EDP is a non-profit, it cannotafford its own lobbyist, Foss said. Com-missioner Michael Kaczmarek fearedgranting approval would set a precedent.“Nonprofit or not, since it’s not one ofour legislative priorities as a county, Iwouldn’t support farming out our paidservice to this kind of initiative with a po-tential precedent of where we would wedraw the line with any nonprofits,” hesaid.  

By Tom Westman
Staff Writer

The Annandale City Coun-cil met Monday, March 13, forits regular monthly meeting atthe Annandale City Hall. Pres-ent was Mayor Shelly Jonas andCouncilors JT Grundy, TinaHonsey and Matt Wuollet.Councilor Corey Czycalla waspresent via Zoom. City staffpresent included City Admin-istrator Kelly Hinnenkamp,Community Development Di-rector Jacob Thunander, PoliceChief Peter Standafer and  FireChief Kris Townsend. Alsopresent were Shannon Sweeney,David Drown Associates, Inc.and Jarod Voge, City Engineer,Bolton and Menk.
THC sales

The council approved Ordi-nance No. 402, permitting re-tailers to sell consumablesinfused with tetrahydro-

cannabinol (THC) in Annan-dale’s C-2 Districts (CentralBusiness Fringe CommercialDistricts). These were viewed asthe most appropriate locationsin the city for this type of use. It excludes any mixed-use ordowntown areas. The usewould be permitted as a stand-

alone enterprise or a portion ofa legally permitted use withinan establishment. 
The planning commissionheld a public hearing on thesubject Tuesday, March 7. Nopublic comments were pro-vided. 

The planning commission

recommended limiting retailsales of THC and similar prod-ucts to only the C-2 District. Itwas noted that current tobaccolicense holders are only in theC-2 District, so the commis-sion felt their recommendationwas appropriate.  There wereconcerns about allowing salesin the C-3 District due to theproximity of youth-oriented fa-cilities. The commission voted4-1 in favor of Ordinance 402. Local decision making
City Administrator KellyHinnenkamp addressed thecouncil with concerns thatmultiple bills have been intro-duced in the Minnesota Legis-lature that would restrict localdecision-making related tohousing.

The council approved thefollowing resolution:

By Steve Prinsen
Managing Editor

Exactly one year after it wasdestroyed by fire, Little Jim’sSports Fish’n and Hunt’n Store,was set to re-open Wednesday,March 15.
“It took longer than it shouldhave, but we’re back,” said KurtSegner of the popular outdoorstore that has been in the Segnerfamily since 1978.

Not only is the store back atits location on Highway 55 onthe east edge of the city limits,patrons will find the new store,at 8,000 square feet, is signifi-cantly larger than the olderstore.
“It’s double the size,” Segnersaid, which will allow Little Jim’sto keep all seasonal inventorieson display all year round. Be-fore, the store had to rotate in-ventory with the seasons becauseof lack of space.

The new store will also seesome lines expanded and somenew lines, including Pitt BossGrills and Griddles. More tackle

lines have been added as well assome other categories.
Little Jim’s will add jerky andother meat snacks from PettyBros. Meats.
Anglers and other outdoorenthusiasts can look forward toa full line of fishing and hunting

gear and accessories, includinglive bait and just about every-thing that’s needed to fish thearea lakes.
March 15

“We chose March 15 to re-open,” Segner noted. He and histeam had hoped to re-open in

the fall or even this past winter.When that didn’t transpire, theanniversary date was chosen.“You have to move forward,”Segner said on Friday, March10, while making preparationsfor the store’s opening.
An electrical fire after the

close of business in the earlymorning hours of Tuesday,March 15, 2022 was the causeof the fire, which severly dam-aged the building. 

ANNANDALE CITY COUNCIL

WRIGHT COUNTY BOARD

First place 
for Cardinals

The Annandale
Speech team traveled to
Milaca Saturday,
March 11, and came
home with first place.
See the story on page 9.
They took
the plunge

Five members of
the Annandale Lions
Club took part in a
chilly dip on Satur-
day, March 11. See
page 12 for photos of
their outing.

UP NEXT
■ Spring Break in

the Annandale School
District runs from
Monday, March 20 to
Friday, March 24.
There is a teacher
workshop day on
Monday, March 27. 

■ ‘Cultivating Soil
Health’ will be held 
at 9 a.m. Tuesday,
March 21, at the V by
HH in Maple Lake.
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The Cardinals girls basket-ball team played well butstill game up against abuzz saw last week. Readabout them and the boysteam on page 6.
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 Photo by Steve Prinsen

Kurt Segner was busy Friday, March 10, getting the new store ready for opening.

One year later,
popular shop
is back in 
a bigger way

THC sales, roundabout, other business

Supporting tech center funding

Back in the hunt
Little Jim’s rebuilds, re-opens 

THC sales will be limited to the C-2 District, which runs alongHighway 55 and is shown in pink-magenta.

Lake Central Insurance Services
320-274-8216

www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

40 CHESTNUT ST W • ANNANDALE

ANNANDALE • MAPLE LAKE • CLEARWATER

By Tom Westman
Staff Writer

The Annandale School Dis-trict will hold two communitywork sessions Thursday, March16, and Wednesday, April 8, 6-7:30 p.m. at the Annandale Ele-mentary School Bendix MediaCenter. The work sessions willfocus on facilities and program-ming.
Input needed

“At Annandale Public Schools,we understand the physical envi-ronment provided to our studentscan make or break learning, cre-ativity and innovation,” said Su-perintendent Tim Prom. 
“The Annandale communitytakes pride in providing a widearray of educational opportunitiesfor the next generation. 

“That is why we need yourinput.”
The 90-minute sessions willconsist of a school board discus-sion, public comment and ques-tions surrounding the district’sfacilities and programming.The board has been consider-ing a potential facilities referen-dum. In May and again inNovember of 2021 the commu-nity turned down two referen-dums that among other itemsasked for the closing and replace-ment of the middle school, whichdates to 1954, and has faced sig-nificant heating and other inte-rior system challenges.

In both main questions theboard asked voters for approval tobuild a new high school with ren-ovations being made to the exist-ing high school, which wouldthen be turned into the middleschool. The new facility would benear the existing elementary andhigh schools.

Input
wanted 
on schools

Hook a great deal on
community news

AdvocateANNANDALE

320-274-3052 • 73 Oak Ave., PO Box D, Annandale, MN 55302
www.annandaleadvocate.com • ads@annandaleadvocate.com

The Annandale Advocate has
been telling the stories of our area
for more than 125 years. 
Community news, school news
and much more are covered
every week in the pages of the
Advocate and online. 
Subscribe today for just 

$39 per year or $35 for our 
e-edition Call or stop by our 
office, Or go online to
www.annandaleadvocate.com
and subscribe any time.
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Minnesota moms: 
join the Mother’s Day 

weekend fishing challenge
Moms who live in Minnesota are invited to join a free vir-

tual fishing challenge Saturday, May 13, through Sunday,
May 14, during Take a Mom Fishing Weekend, when all Min-
nesota moms can fish without purchasing a fishing license.

To participate in the Mother’s Day weekend fishing chal-
lenge, moms simply need to join the Minnesota Moms Fish-
ing Challenge Facebook group and submit one photo of each
fish they catch. All participants who submit a fish will be
entered in a random drawing for prizes provided by the Stu-
dent Anglers Organization, including SCHEELS gift cards. The
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is partnering
with the Student Anglers Organization to organize the chal-
lenge.

Contest details are available on the Student Anglers Asso-
ciation website opens in a new browser tab. In the contest, no
fish is too small and all fish species count.

The Minnesota State Legislature established Take a Mom
Fishing Weekend in 1988 to coincide with Mother’s Day. This
year, the weekend also happens during fishing opener —
seasons begin Saturday, May 13, for walleye, northern pike,
bass, and trout in lakes.

To celebrate the fishing season, the Minnesota Governor’s
Fishing Opener event is taking place May 12-14 in Mankato.
During the event on May 13, several anglers with the Student
Anglers Organization will be fishing with their moms on Madi-
son Lake, and the moms will be taking part in the Minnesota
Moms Fishing Challenge. 

Source Minnesota DNR

Serving our community for over 85 years! • www. lakeregion.com

YOUR HEADQUARTERS FOR ALL THINGS FISHING

COME IN TODAY 
FOR OUR MANY 

IN-STORE SALES!

We Carry Interstate
Batteries - Marine •
Farm • Automotive

Little Joe
Crawler
Harness
Starting at
$1.29

Shakespeare  6'
Ugly Stick Rod
& Reel Combo
$39.99

Berkley Flicker
Shads

$4.39Venom 
Inferno 

Wildfire Bait
On Sale

$2.89

Frabill 
Flow 
Troll

On Sale
$7.99

NIGHT
CRAWLERS

1 DOZEN 
$3.59

LIVE
BAIT

WE HAVE • Crawlers • Leeches • Minnows 
• Wax Worms • Tackle • Boat Accessories 
• Fishing Electronics • Boots • Much more

   THE COUNTRY STORE

LAKE REGION CO-OP
HWY. 55 MAPLE LAKE • 320-963-6074

Tackle HD 
Jerkbaits, 2 pk.

$7.99

BOAT LOANS
Stop in or call a member of our 
Loan Staff for assistance with 

Your Lending Needs
– Competitive Rates  – Repayment Options  
– Revolving Lines  – Simple Draw Process

www.lakecentralbank.com • service@lakecentralbank.com
OFFICE PHONE: Annandale  320-274-8216    Clearwater  320-558-2271    Maple Lake 320-963-3163

BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS

BANK ON THE GO.
GET OUR APP TODAY!

Member

FDIC
Equal 

Housing 
Lender ASB NMLS#500057

SOUTH HAVEN SPORTS
Your ONE-STOP-SHOP 

for all your fishing needs!
Gas • Diesel • Oil • Bait • Tackle • Pop • Snacks

Ice • Oxygen packed minnows • Leeches • Crawlers
Wax worms • Propane exchange • Lake maps

Check out our Bait & Tackle Shop

All Bait Guaranteed to Catch Fish,
or DIE TRYING!

Fishing & Hunting Licenses Available

BP Fleet Card

Gift Cards

Friendly Service

Open 7 days-a-week

320-236-7613
Hwy. 55, South Haven

320-236-7613

J&J MARINE Inc.
Sales & Service

www.jjmarineinc.com    320-236-3625 (DOCK)
4 Miles West of Annandale, HWY 55, SOUTH HAVEN

Full Line of Parts & Accessories • Pontoon Trailer Rentals
Indoor & Outdoor Storage • Shrink Wrap
Winterizing By Full Factory Trained Techs

Monday-Friday 8 am-5:30 pm • Saturday 8 am-1pm

Join
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Anglers looking to get
out and hook some fish
are excited to wet their

lines this weekend. In prepara-
tion, the fishing outlook has
been released for the Heart of
the Lakes area. It looks like we
can expect some good fishing
for the opener. Read on for a
few of the local lakes and if
you’re headed out of the area
for the opener you can read
the outlooks for other areas
online at:
www.dnr.state.mn.us/fishing/
outlooks.html
Clearwater Lake

Clearwater Lake is a 3,158-
acre lake located two miles
north of the City of Annandale
on the border of Wright and
Stearns County. Clearwater
Lake is the largest lake in the
Sauk Rapids office manage-
ment area and a popular desti-
nation for bass fishing and
other recreation. There are two
public accesses on the west
basin and a private fee access
located on the east basin.
Anglers can expect good fish-
ing for northern pike, large-
mouth bass, and panfish.
While walleye opportunities
are currently somewhat limit-
ed, anglers still have some
chances to catch them too.

Northern pike provide a
good harvest opportunity for
anglers due to their relatively
high numbers.

Northern pike averaged two
and a half pounds in the 2022
survey with some fish over 32
inches available. Largemouth
bass numbers are also high and
can provide plenty of action
for anglers. Black crappie and
sunfish are available in good
numbers and some larger crap-
pies (up to 14 inches) are pres-
ent. The walleye fishery is sus-
tained through fry stocking
with additional supplemental
fingerling stocking during
years with poor fry survival.
Walleye numbers in Clearwater
Lake in 2022 were lower than
what would typically be
expected for lakes of its size
and location. Despite the
declines in catch rates, Walleye
up to 27 inches were sampled
with an average weight of three
pounds.
Sugar Lake

Sugar Lake is a 1,015-acre
lake located five miles north of
the City of Annandale in
northern Wright County. The
lake has excellent water quality
and is a popular recreation
lake. The lake was designated
for muskellunge management
in 1967 and is also managed
for walleye, and northern pike.
The walleye and muskellunge
populations are managed
through annual fingerling
stocking. In 2007, experimen-
tal fishing regulations were put
in place for northern pike (24

to 36-inch protected slot) and
black crappie (five fish daily
bag limit). A recent fisheries
lake survey conducted at Sugar
Lake indicated an abundance
of game fish, making it an
excellent destination for
anglers. The lake offers great
fishing opportunities for small-
er sized northern pike, large-
mouth bass, and bluegill.
Additionally, anglers can
expect a chance to catch quali-
ty sized black crappie, and
walleye with the potential for
trophy muskellunge as well
once that season opens June 3.
There are two public accesses
on the lake, one each on the
north and south ends of the
lake. During the fishing open-
er, both can be crowded, but
the south access has room for
up to 18 vehicles with trailers.
Sauk River Chain
of Lakes

The Sauk River Chain of
Lakes (SRCL) is located in
south-central Stearns County
near the cities of Richmond
and Cold Spring, MN. The
Sauk River Chain of Lakes is
made up of nine lakes and is
formed by the dam near the
city of Cold Spring. Several of
the lakes are located directly on
the Sauk River, while others
are off channel but still influ-
enced by the river. There are
two public accesses located on
the chain, one located on the

Sauk River off County Road
22 just east of Becker Lake and
the other is off County Road
71 east of Cedar Island Lake.
The SRCL is a great all-around
fishery with an excellent vari-
ety of species for the area.
Anglers have the opportunity
to catch quality-sized bluegill,
black crappie, largemouth bass,
smallmouth bass, walleye,
muskellunge, northern pike,
and channel Catfish. A fish-
eries survey conducted in 2021
found high numbers of walleye
with an average size of 16
inches and 1 ½ pounds. The
lakes also has good numbers of
bluegill over eight inches and
black crappie over 10 inches.

Moderate numbers of
northern pike were observed
with an average length of 22
inches and 2 ½ pounds with
the largest being 35 inches.
Anglers have also reported
catching muskie in excess of 40
inches. Bass can provide some
excellent action with large-
mouth averaging 12 inches
with fish up to 21 inches and
smallmouth averaging 13 inch-
es with fish up to 20 inches.
Good numbers of large chan-
nel catfish are also available
with fish averaging 21 inches
with a few pushing 30 inches. 

Source: Minnesota DNR

Heart of the Lakes fishing outlook 

By Brenda Erdahl
Staff Writer

It looks to be a pretty typi-
cal fishing opener despite
what felt like a really late

spring. In actuality, ice was off
area lakes only about a week
later than normal, according to
Area Fisheries Manager Joe
Stewig.

Some of the larger and
deeper lakes like Sugar and
Cedar, have only been ice free
for a little over a week, but
Stewig suspects with the
extended forecast they will
catch up temperature wise.

That’s good news for
anglers who are looking to wet

their lines on Saturday, May
13, during this year’s opener
for walleye, sauger and north-
ern pike.

Stewig advises anglers to
look for walleyes in the shal-
lows until the water warms up.
He suspects things are proba-
bly about a week behind tem-
perature wise in the main lake
basins at least, and walleye will
likely be finishing up spawning
activities.

According to the Minnesota
Department of Natural
Resources, a majority of the
lakes south of a line from
Bemidji to Walker to Duluth
were ice free as of May 5.
Lakes further north and in the

Arrowhead region will likely be
dealing with ice for opener.

Main lake temperatures are
running between 47-50
degrees while shallower bays
are in the middle 50s.

“With days to go before the
opener and the extended fore-
cast I don’t see it being drasti-
cally different from years past,”
he said.

According to the DNR,
high water conditions this year
may benefit northern pike by
providing extra nearshore rear-
ing areas. Northern pike like to
spawn on submerged vegeta-
tion and there is plenty of that
this spring. The DNR expects
to see strong recruitment (the

number of fish surviving to
enter a fishery) in lakes where
a lack of habitat typically lim-
its the amount of pike repro-
duction.

Around the Wright, Stearns,
and Sherburne County area,
Stewig suspects that the wall-
eye will still be shallow – less
than 10 feet. He said anglers’
best bets for Walleye are Buffa-
lo, Clearwater, Sugar, and the
Sauk River Chain of Lakes.
Other lakes will be hit or miss
as far as walleyes go, he said.

Crappies and sunfish on the
other hand, should be active in
some of the shallower bays fat-
tening up getting ready for
their spawning activities.

Late spring won’t delay fishing opener

wind can make it difficult to
keep a steady speed. However,
the more you can keep your
weight just above the rocks,
the fewer hang-ups you will
experience.

We also use small, wire
hooks that do not drop into
the rocks as easily as heavier
hooks. If you find that your
hook is constantly getting
caught, go smaller and lighter.
Floating jigheads will also help
with this issue.

Bottom bouncers are anoth-
er possibility for keeping out of
the rocks. When utilizing bot-
tom bouncers and spinners, we

try to go about a mile an
hour or slightly greater to
keep the spinners above the
snags. 
One last thought. Although

I do like to use mono on my
live bait rigs, if the snag issue is
severe, switching to a quality
braid will give you more feel
when it comes to rock issues.
Braids do have their advan-
tages when rigging on rocks. 

Fishing in snag invested
waters is not always my
favorite thing to do. However,
if the walleyes are on the rocks,
that is where I am going to
fish. By making a few simple
adjustments to your live bait
presentation, it possible to
greatly reduce the number of
snags and catch more fish in
the process.

From page 1

Snags▼



FISHING FACTS
■ Licensed anglers: about 1.4 million

■ Fishable lakes: 5,400

■ Miles of fishable rivers and streams: over 18,000

■ Species of fish: 162 (although not every kind of
fish lives everywhere)

■ Most resident anglers are from urban areas. How-
ever, a higher percentage of people living in rural
Minnesota fish. 

■ Males account for 65 percent of fishing license
holders, compared to 35 percent females.

■ Significantly more time is spent fishing on lakes
than on rivers and streams. 

■ The average Minnesota angler spends 15 days
fishing each year. 

■ Walleye are the most sought-after fish in Minneso-
ta, followed by northern pike and muskie com-
bined, then panfish, bass, crappie and trout.

* Data from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Some anglers go above and
beyond to make fishing
better in Minnesota by

purchasing walleye stamps that
help the Department of Natu-
ral Resources add walleye to
lakes where there otherwise
would be none. 

“Buying a walleye stamp is
a concrete way to help main-
tain fishing opportunities in
Minnesota,” said Neil Vander-
bosch, DNR fisheries program
consultant.

Funds from walleye stamps
go toward the cost of purchas-
ing 4- to 6-inch walleye called
fingerlings from private fish
farms for stocking into lakes. A
walleye stamp is not required
to fish for or keep walleye. 

Anglers with a fishing
license can purchase the wall-
eye stamp validation for $5,
and for an extra 75 cents can
have the pictorial stamp mailed
to them. Walleye stamps can
be purchased anywhere Min-

nesota fishing licenses are sold,
online at mndnr.gov/buyali-
cense or by phone by calling
888-665-4236. Alternatively,
anglers can download a form
found at mndnr.gov/stamps
and return it to the DNR to
have the stamp mailed.

The DNR raises and stocks
walleye, but also buys walleye
fingerlings from private pro-
ducers to be stocked into lakes
– walleye stamp sales help pay
for these fish. Since 2009,

funds from the walleye stamp
have purchased over 40,000
pounds of walleye fingerlings
that have been stocked in the
fall, all over the state. Walleye
fingerlings generally are
stocked in lakes that do not
have naturally reproducing
walleye populations.

More information about
habitat stamps can be found at
mndnr.gov/stamps.

Putting your stamp on conservation

LICENSES AND RULES
■ There are adult individual angling licenses and

licenses for married couples. Anglers can buy
licenses for 24-hour, 72-hour and three-year time
periods. Lifetime licenses can keep someone
fishing long into the future, and come at great
prices, especially for children 3 and under and
those ages 51 and older. Lifetime licenses can
also be given as gifts.

■  Youth ages 16 and 17 can buy an annual license
for $5. Minnesotans 15 and under are not
required to buy a license to fish, but must com-
ply with fishing regulations. All nonresidents need
a license, except those age 15 and younger do
not need one if a parent or guardian is licensed.

■ Buy licenses online with a mobile or desktop
device at mndnr.gov/buyalicense, or by phone at
888-665-4236. Mobile buyers receive a text or
email that serves as proof of a valid fish or game
license to state conservation officers. 

■ Minnesota residents can fish without a fishing
license in most Minnesota state parks. All park
rules must be followed as usual, along with any
rules and regulations relating to the taking of
game and fish. You will still need a vehicle permit
to enter a Minnesota state park. Fishing licenses
are still required in city, county, regional and fed-
eral parks.

Illustration by Melissa Mickelson

Above is the 2023 stamp illustration by Melissa Mickelson of Minneapolis. When you buy a walleye
stamp, you’re helping purchase fingerlings that will be used in the state’s lakes.
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Boat launches
Here are some Wright

County lakes with launch
ramps. A county map (or a
DNR PRIM map) is helpful.
Cities indicated are for direc-
tion. Watch for “Public Water
Access” signs. Also, note the
map on page 2.
South Haven

■ West Lake Sylvia: CR 2
south, continue on Quinn
Ave.

■ Lake Marie, connects to
Louisa, CR 2 north to Clear-
water River.
Cokato
■ Cokato Lake: CR 4 north

Annandale
■ Pleasant Lake: 1) CR 5

in town, municipal park and
2) south of 90th St.

■ Clearwater: Hwy. 55
west to Nevens Ave., north on
Nevens.

■ Lake John: 75th St west
to Nevens, south to 65th St,
then west.

■ Cedar Lake: 1) CR 6, 2)
Schroeder Co. Park, south of 
CR 39.

■ Granite Lake: CR 5
south

■ Sugar Lake: 1) CR 7 to
102nd St., 2) CR 7 north

Howard Lake
■ Howard Lake: 1) in

town, off Hwy. 12, 2) in town,
off CR 6, 3) CR 6 north
Waverly

■ Little Waverly Lake: CR
8 north

■ Waverly Lake: CR 9
Maple Lake

■ Maple Lake: 1) Hwy. 55
east, 2) CR 37 northeast

■ Ramsey Lake: 
CR 8 south
Buffalo

■ Buffalo Lake: 1) CR 35
in town, 2) CR 12 in town

■ Lake Pulaski: Pulaski
Rd, in town

“Don’t go to the lake without us!”

A-1 MARINE INC.

320-274-8227
Highway 55 West, Annandale, MN 55302

Spring bass and the
inside weed line

By Jerry Carlson

It was a long time ago that I
learned the value of target-
ing edges when searching

for fish. Edges come in a wide
variety of forms in the water
world. Fish utilize edges where
ever they are found.

One of my favorite edges in
the spring of the year is the
one created where the shallow
sand meets the weed growth.
This inside weed line edge is
extremely productive when
searching for early season
largemouth bass.

Not all lakes have this dis-
tinct weed edge. Most lakes
that do have this inside weed
line will not have it every-
where. You need sand on the
shoreline and then a transition
to weeds once the water gets to
be a few feet deep.

Most of the bass lakes I fish
in the spring have clear water.
This allows me to actually
visualize where this transition
from sand to weeds takes
place. Polarized sunglasses are a
must for this!

Being able to see exactly
where the edge is located
allows me to focus my efforts
on the weed line. I will target
this edge one of two ways.
Sometimes I find it is best to
cast from the deep water to the
shallow and work back across
the edge. At other times, I find
it more efficient to work paral-
lel to the shore line. A lot
depends on how tight the fish
are hanging to the edge. 

I have two main presenta-

tions I use for this fishing. One
is the wacky worm and the
other is the Ned rig. Both are
simple, do-nothing presenta-
tions that are dynamite. I
always have rods rigged with
each ready and available. A
twitch bait is also a good inside
weed line option for those that
like that method.

Many times, I find the Ned
rig to be my best option.
Because of the slow and steady
retrieve I use with the Ned rig,
I can cover water a little faster
than with the wacky worm
presentation. This is especially
true on days when the fish are
not always tight to the weed
edge. 

I also find that the Ned rig
is much easier to fish in the
wind. Wacky worms and wind
do not go well together. 

In the spring of the year,
northern and sometimes crap-
pies can also be found on this
inside weed line. The Ned rig
will readily catch both.

Although I am a big believ-
er in using braided line for
most of my bass fishing, I find
that ten-pound-test mono is
the best choice for this shallow
water presentation. If I do use
braid, I will tie a fluorocarbon
leader on the end.

Although I fish edges for
bass all summer long, the edge
I concentrate on in the spring
is the one where the sand
meets the first line of weed
growth. This inside weed line
is a fish magnet in the early
season. 

Photos courtesy of Jerry Carlson
The inside weed line is a magnet for bass in the early part of
the year. The Ned rig is an easy-to-fish lure that works great
for shallow, weed line bass. 
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